should be remarked. There is an increase in total activity with age (as in the case of the pancreas), particularly of maltase and invertase, in the two posterior segments of the intestine. Thus, for example, the activity of maltase, very low at birth (i. io 4 International Units) attains i 5 . io 4 IU at 3 weeks and go· zo 4 IU at the 8th week in the jejunum. The total quantities of invertase show the same changes, but the activity at birth is null in all the segments studied; it attains io 3 IU at i week and io. io 3 IU at 8 weeks in the jejunum and a similar value in the ileum. This is a clas-
sic result and it allows the conclusion to be made that there is an adaptation similar to that observed for pancreatic amylase. On the other hand, with regard to the localization of the enzymes, our results differ from those of D AHLQUIST ( 19 6 1 ) who worked on only a small number of animals.
Lactase evolves in aparticular manner i.e galactosidase activity is high at birth in the jejunum ( 3 . 10 &dquo; IU), but there isa maximum activity at about 6 weeks ( 15 . 10 5 IU), the activity is lower in the ileum ( 2 to 4 . 10 5 IU) and appreciably constant with age, while it is almost null in the duodenum. In general, the values obtained differ from the usual data, which have almost always been derived from measurements on the enzymatic activity of the intestinal mucus alone.
However, the results presented here allow the principal phenomena of the development of the piglet during the suckling period and at weaning to be specified. One can consider that this period is characterized not only anatomically by the increase in weight of 2 digestive organs, the pancreas and the intestine, but also by an increase in enzymatic activity. The purpose of the present study was to examine the hypothesis of an adaptation of the exocrine pancreas of the suckling young rabbit to the variations in the composition of the diet at weaning (L EB A S , C ORR I NG , C OUR T OT , 1971 ). 2 groups of 6 0 rabbits were fed the following experimental diets :
i. Only maternal milk from birth until the 30 th day and immediate weaning with a starch diet.
2 . Only maternal milk from birth until the 20 th day and immediate weaning with the same starch diet.
The dosage of the 4 main pancreatic digestive enzymes was performed at 9 stages between 7 and 42 days. The lipasic, amylasic, trypsic and chymotrypsic activities were dosed on pancreatic homogenates. Whatever the experimental diet, all the enzymatic activities show an increase about the 24 th day. This seems to indicate the existence of another factor than that of the diet stimulating the development of the pancreatic enzymes. However, these activities are a little higher in the animals weaned at 20 days than in those weaned at 30 days.
( 1 ) L EBAS F., C ORR I NG T., CouRTOT D., 1971 . Ann. Biol. anim. Bioch. Biophys., 11 (sous presse).
